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g passage carefully. 50

'%W?fﬁ'mﬂﬁﬂa, situated in Egypt, was once the most significant centre of learning in

world. Founded in the 3rd century BCE, it s befieved to have housed up to 400,000

W'Sukjam like astronomy, mathematics, medicine, philosophy and literature. Scholars

Greece, India, Persia and Egypt visited the library, drawn by its reputation for intellectual

d cultural exchange.

behind the Library was not just to collect knowledge but to gather all the world's written

g ﬂlace To achieve this, ships arriving at the Alexandria port were searched for books,

then copied the originals often kept and the copies returned. This ambition made the

ue marvel of its time,

the library's fate remains a mystery. Over several centuries, it suffered multiple incidents-
ind political upheavals-that contributed to its decline. One of the most notable events

: 'ﬂiliﬁ .-ﬁes’_trucﬁcn is Julius Caesar's siege of Alexandria in 48 BCE, during which a fire may
ged part of the Follecﬁon. Later, religious and political conflicts further eroded what

s the story of the Library of Alexandria tragic is not just the physical loss of the building
measurable loss of human knowledge. Countless works-possibly from thinkers whose
nay never know-vanished forever. Unlike Pompeii, which was preserved by disaster, the
uly dismantled by time and turmoil. & T
y stands as 3 symbol-not of what remains but of what was lost. Modern institutions

ga_.;;ﬁlmnéﬂna- in Egypt strive to revive the spirit of learning that the ancient library
_The legacy of the Library of Alexandria reminds us that the survival of knowledge
-h on preservation as on creation.
Library also highlights the yulnerability of human knowledge to conflict, neglect and
. In times of war or political instability, the preservation of culture often takes a
it scrolls, written on delicate papyrus, were susceptible not only to fire but also to decay

mﬂwut proper conservation or the will to protect them, even the greatest collections can

decline of the Library Serves as a cautionary tale about the fragility of human
the face of indifference and destruction.
artainty surrounding its exact fate, the legend of the Library of Alexandria continues

1d historians. It fuels ongoing efforts to digitise ancient manuscripts,

ern scholars an -
lar es and create open-access repositories of scientific and literary
of Alexandria endures not through its physical remains but through

d the belief that no knowledge should ever be

bal pursuit of wisdom an

i of the passage, answer the following questions.

it is conveyed through the story of the Library of Alexandria? (2)

(1)

€ -@ﬁﬂ'laﬂ?the library used to expand its col lection?
" 'Wﬁ-wlewons (b) Copying books from visiting ships
b s (d) Collecting oral tales from travelers

to burn enemy books




